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Ccvar by Cruway,

Bditrrial

Discrete (dis-krét'; dis'krét), adj. /see disc;ee%7, _
1, saparate frem others; 2, neot crutinucuss scmpheed rf distinct units;
Philcg., aoct c~nerete. (Wiusten)

Fr-m the incepticu cf the Vapguurd .nsteur Press asstclaticwn I
have eagerly watc..ad its prrgress, =spplauding its triumphs @nd shud-
dering at its err~rs, almst as if I wera un active msmber. . . in-
stead ~f huving becu represented cnly cnce in the initial mailing, and
then net t~ my sutisfection., Fer that putter, Heecling Error's appeur-
aiics drew ferth srme ~f my m~st heartfelt shudders. I hrpe Discrete
will be mrre legible, but I n~ l-nger have the sumc¢ crnfidence 1n my
steucil-cutting ubility, and I wwke n~ proumises.

This first issue ~f Discrete ibuugurates my career us ain active
.ctive member, und is intended t~ carry material of goneral interest,
Sh~uld I have abother fit ~f fan uctivity, there may be a secrnd issue
i Hageliog Brrer, but until thut time the frrmer Emden publication is
sugpended.

Discrcte's c-lucing &re npen for mwaterial of any nature, sc lcng

~5 1t 1s, Lo my ~pivi-u, well-d-na., OCopyright will be released upcn
aaupalst of jcentribotor,

il

Some meoths zzo, in a column over the name of The /Apostate, I
raghly cffered tec seund thae becok ¢f hig choice te him who first iden-
tified me, God kuows why, but I dij. "Willie Watson is disqualified,
fueswuch o5 Judy Zissnah ubwittiugly meantioned we by nums in letters
te him - we have the cerbens, Willis; sorry - sud s¢ the blue ribbon,
p-lms add any nice inexpensiva bock of his choice go to orm Stanley.
wpme it, Myr, Stunlay, «nd it shull be yours by return mail, if in print,

2atire coutents ccpyright, 1945, by Viigiuwie K. Trden.
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0 P.MPHLETEERING AiND PUBERTY

I have recently seen an essay on pumphleteering by
Jim Blish, which, if valid, justifies the existence of amateur
publishing groups «s @bds-in-themselves. Jim's major premise
ig that pamphleteering as an ort wields a power out of all
properticn te the expenditure required; that it is therefore
the ide:1l medium cof exprossion for an ijudependent writer who
wishes tc make his opinions known quickly und withcut censor-
ship.

His minor premise is that apa activity is, or can be,
pumphloteering. I believe this to be untrue, The virtue of
pamphlateering, =s I understand the term, is that it reaches
20 audience st lecst commensursble with thut of prefit pub-
lishing while permitting cperastion cn @ much lower margin.

It is the rebel aurtist's wezpcn ubnd safeguard against vested
interests in art. In short, pamphleteering is an instrument
for influencing cpinicn, snd ites value must be ccmputed on

the bugis of the size of uudisesnce reached., When thies audience
dwindles to fifty, in my cpinicn that value diminishes tc the .
vanishing print, und the wnrk must be ccnsidered in ancther
catsgcory altogether,

Obvisusly, a gublished werk which is designed to
influence cpinicn must reach the lurgest prssible audience.
Fan publicaticns are restricted, scmetimes to us few as
thirty reuders: yet they ccntinue., Other motives sustain
them, Of these, I think the chief rnes are experiment --
the initisl trying-cut of aubilities which are felt to be too
little develrped to be worthy of a wider medium -- and grati-
ficuticn of ege. Brth, in my view, are valuable; neigher has
any pluce beynnd immaturity. o

I crngider ummteur publishing, then, es a means and
n~t =8 an end. For me, its usefulness as such has long since
ceased; but I wruld not cn that acccunt urge anyrne selse tco
egch:zw it, Ter these in whom fan publishing hus beccme an
addiction wall intc what would Bormally be their maturity,
there is ne help., Thrse whe ure neot drcmed to perpstuval

b

ad~lescence need n~ cbjurgution, But I wculd urge a realist-

ic attitude towerd fan publishing ameng these whe are still
cupable of regarding it as other than a fetish. Let us, at
any rate, nct mistake cur pepguns feor cannen,

\ -- damobh knight

New York Times (June 29, 1945)

"Mr. Bilbc read editcrials from Negro

:i?s?apers and an extract from The Daily Worker, but explaincd he was

Cocmmunigt.®

-- That's u relief, gSenstor; you hed um worried fer
a moment}

(covrtewy Lowndes)
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Crystal chimetinklse,
moousplashed shore-undertons,
dragoufly wingflash.
Spark-light cur hearts; we dwelt in dewmist worlds,
And dipped our hands in dusk and drew pastels upon
the night.

Then:

thunderflame,
watercarush,

world-dissolvement.

Toc soou?

Nots

Shadowlovers?

NO,

Unlocked we fatedoors unafraid, and Eros came
To look upon this aftermath of wind and flame, .

- Afterglow

Lethe-released upon the rim of
timelessness,

A small; arresting murmur comes

Mist-tendrilling, elfinlight.

Halfdrowned, wavering,
. Yearning for yocu grows again
And brushes me in delicate caress,

Interlude

Relute the bitteineass

For all the vows and sweetsoft murmurings,
There is no image of you
Cutstanding,. '

The balance sheet shows glances, furtive tears,
Hairscent, ringflash, ete.,

And all the foolish thinge that made you smile.
(Love deposited; love withdrawn.)

Spent desire maskparudes
40d memory repeats childwise the petulant question.

tittd
Memo to the local god

Pencilsketched,
We ask but
Bolder outlines on
the shapelegsness. '
-~ Robert W. Lowndes
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BROCCOCD CF THE
DARK MOCD - - Reminiscences

I - Bagil and the lLion

(Nctes 48 a result of the prominence today of the surgecns ia
questi~u, I must faulsify p.wmes and lcocatirns. This is
p~t s funtusy, beurs no relation to fentusy, snd is nct )
meant to be read as such, It ie a factual account of &
little-kn~wn «nd to my knocwledge never-reonrded event
in medical histcry, abd i as accurate as my memory
allews., - vke)

Langley Hrspitel hus been the eradle snd nurturing-grcund cf surgerns
emioent in every field. & glance trdsy at the list ¢of internes muking
. up the criginul stuff of Barnard Climic in the year 192~ wculd be suf-
ficient to c=use the mest affluent gufferer frcm any of a thousand
cilments to pzle msrkedly and clutch at his wallet, _
Basil Harms, ncw
rated o~ne 6f the three best brain meh in the wrrld, wae thes just cne
more recent gruduate from medical scheoel, and wes serving qut an ap-
prenticeship mz¥ked by aun undue number of mishespe. It was ut that
time the ccnsidered cpinicn of Gecrge Barnard (whc had becoze scme-
what testy with the yeara) that y-ung Harms would never mike & gur-
gecn, "Hasn't it in him, by Ged," ie reported to have been Barnard's
ccmment, .

It is believed tc have been Basgil whe, while atill a new
student, turned in that well-known repert ~n ~ne of Beornard's opera-
tions, Ibn typing the rcutipe cpening phresa, “"The putisnt wase
arranged and draped in the usyal faghicn," the student had iuczdvere
tently ocmitted an egsential 248, =znd it is pnssible that Br. Barnard
felt this tc have been dcne dsliberately. _

In any event the incident
sbrut t~ be related is ~ne ~f the mret damaging procfs Basil ever
uuwillivgly «tforded his supericr.

' The amphithestre in which the
nperati~u to~k place wus in a building whioh the passage ~f years and
the ecnstyuotion ¢f newer unite hud eczused teo beocome ocrmpletsely nut-
arded, In fuct, this cbasclete amphithestre was nc lcnger used for
surgery, but funoti~pned ~nly s a lecture and dem-nstreti~p roem. It
was, hcwever, large «hd.in excellent repair, althcugh it had been
passed by when v ir c~uditicning was installed in the rest of the hes-
pital buildingzs., There were gever-l lurge and sntiquated electrie
fa08, but Dr. Buaruo.rd hud not crdered them t~ be turned ~m, and so
gre.t wus the awe in which the chief was held thzt none of the tyros
hzd dared depress ~ne switch, .

- Thia lagk ~f air conditicning rendered
the cperati-a dcubly difficult for the men invelved, s they were
eccustcmed tc werkiug in perfect crmfert, in spite ~f climatic ccn-
diti~us cut 2f dceors.

. It is perhaps vufortunute that the licn fell
sick et the height ~f & pericd of hot we:zther unparalleled in the
city's history, If he had chneen winbter, the story would not be such
thit it c«n even uow be used for genteel bluckm:il ~f the emineut Dr.
Haerms by his frieunds. But mide.ugust it wes, «bd on sultry sumrer
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evenings, guests ot the Harms residence csuse Busil untcld misery by
s« geltle leering reference to the night Dr. Barunard cper«ted con the
lisn. He has been kun~wn, in sheer despair, tc break nut a case of
long-hcurded Halg & Haig lu « vain sattempt te avert the reminiscencs,
It may seem strenge thut Burnwrd, who, even at that time, per-
formed only the mest rare &nd exacting oper=tions, leaving routine
c:ses tr his suberdinates, chese this s-melithat bizarre cese, But, as
h.3 been menticned, he wus & testy individu=l snd @ mwn ~f streng will,
stud when the crizinasl despcrate call came fr~m the keeper ~f the muni-
cipul 2cc, he «et-uished everycus by «ccepting the cuse wud iustruct-
iog his secretary to pest the unprecedented cperaticn for the fellowing
evening, hbmself cfficiating, assisted by the entire ataff cf the
Clinic.

"Why shouldn't I dc it, by Ged? Event of distinct moment, fcor
Chriset‘’s Bave, i@ repcrted t~ have besn his comment when remonstrated
with. _ , '

The li~n was, <«fter =ll, « valuable whimul, and his death wruld
czugé « heuvy fiuanecisl lceos to the c¢ity. s« diagnesis cf intestiunal
st"ppuge hsd neen mz:de, «nd the aubirel was gartainly wcutely ill, frém
whatever cause. There is s~me questicn us tc just how the diugnesis
h~d beecn mide, 48 the beast had all-wed bn ~nhe te appreach him, «nd
h31 indeed severely mauled an ifpncautinus attendant, Be that as it may,
-l expleratory hed beeu pceted for this sultry august evening, and
was tc take place in the largest dise.used omphitheuatre @as & precau-
‘ticusry meusure {u case the patieut phould prove intractable cr de-
structive. :

It is hard to say what was foremrst iu the minds of the
mel present @ cutside of Dr. Bornurd.,” There is little dcubt thut he
lo~ked forward to the cperution with keen intereat, as he was heard to-
mumble ~nce cor twice, "Make medical history, by God," as he scrubbed
up end held cut his urme for the gowh extended by a ycuth whe is
tcdsy cne ~f our foremnst urolegists., (Intornes tock the placs of
nurses -ud techniclens, owing tc the nuture of the patient.)

' The
cperating teum, hewever, on which Bu#il had becn assigned to the
humble prst ~f “instrument-pusser", was less ocncerned with the hise
toricel wgpect then with the immediate snncyance of the well-nigh un-
beurable he.t, agsruvated by extreme humidity, and the precspect of
plylag their traude up-n « reputedly savage «uimul, -

. . Basil swore under
Ils breath =s smwll drrps of perspiraticn rolled from his face and
Plopped audibly ~u the instruments arruyed before him., The instrumente
pas8er's table besrs scme relati~n t¢ the keybrard of & pianc spread
befcre « musicicn, Bach tocl hue its @ssignaed place us immutably use
middle C, ~ud the glesming array of instruments is us pretty « sight
t~ . proper medicel rwn «g & ¢nncert grand to Hoffmen., This particular
get ~f instruments wus Dr. Barnard's cwn, rather then the hespital's,
#nd the cld m.n tock the greatest pride iu them.

. Swiftly Basi -
sterilized the affected instruments and stncd o gafer digtancela;:y
fr o the table, )

~ Browl waes heard, al aponizin heart-rending scund,
The srell hairs on Basil's ueck stond erect, ang'he barely gti%ledugd
symg.thetiec meai, :

o . The zuimal wes wheoled in, manacled by i uwe-in-
ePilring display of chains wud repcg. The zsé attendantsywho hrq é?~
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Te2ted Qi3 ch.iolog ard trrasport, cbandened their charge with un
netinug relicf aud filad nut ~f the room.

A difficulty arose when
tiie znacsthetist belked., If it hud net besn for &« short byt strong
snd effective little ¥pep talk" frem Dr. Barmard, this untoward
incident might have preveuted the histrric cperaticn from ever taking
plucs, . . ‘
Maximal desage for @« humsn being is, I believe, scmewhere in
the reginn of a quarter-graiu of merphine, The yuffering sbinmal,
when finally sppre=ched by the trembling aneesthetist, wag injected
with =n initl«l dnse of forty grains, and within e surprisingly shert
time lay inert and sileut upru the cpaeruting table, B -
' Dr. Bernard
. werdlegsly iudicat@d « scalpcel, which was handed t- him by Basil,

«bd the eperaticu hed begun, '

Through the hazy film cf perspiratincn
- «hd, yes, perhaps, agitati-u - which cbscured Basil's visi~n, the
recumbent form ~f the lien seemed incredibly lerge and his bonds dane
gercusly elight, Busil's pesiticn us instrument-passer unfertunately
necegsitated the preseatation ~f his back to the engressing scene.

Ths
cporatisn proeceeded alm~st in silence, within the brilliant circle of
. ””t.

Barnard mumbled srwething to one of his Jjunicrs, a remurk which
w35 ilaudible te the others present. The interne walked awsy from the
gzrup, unb-oticed, _

4 scund made {teelf heard throughout the amphithea-
tre, a reverbaerating rour that rushed swiftly from a deep guttural to .
the meet wlarming shrillness, & Whrrrrrrrrrrecccooccesh)
, 0f c-urse,
Basil cruld nct ges the licn, but there was no deubt in his mind as
t> what had h.ppened, and his subsequent sctinng are cempletely
uvndersgtsndable, .

He had been ne me.n cbstagle rucer, in earlier years,
but his «ttempt to clear the justrument table in cne leap proved that
his skill hu.d lessened. Instruments went flyiung in every directi~n,
Clalele cf them ulnmcst ssemjug te pursue Basil as he made for the droer
Wlthl= speed that the urc cof their traject~ry cruld uct begin te
GCJUu L, -

The anwesthetist, als~ believing that the lien had revived
aad burst his chuins, despite his hernic adnministrati-n ~f that mcre
th-n her~ic d~sc ~f wm-rphine, fuinted decd cWay,

. It must be reccrded
that, ;:r "neceé 1a his 1lifc, Dr, Barnard was unablse teo summen words to
dé«l with a situsti~u, He hopped vp wubnd dowsn in an acceg3d of fury,
pciuting mutely to the huge olectric fun iu the murky shadrws, which
was ucw rmaking itself felt ws well as heurd,

: The junicr wh~ hed
turned ~o the fuu (toduy wn ~nphthalmrnl~zist of reputa) wase dispatched
after Basil; the unesthetist was shortly revived; «nd the nperuatisn
Was nevertheless halted for a while until the sterilizer had agszin-
parfrrmed its tusk ~n the seratcued ead battered irvetruments,

- Baesil,

sl

n of re«l c-~urege, returnsd v~ hig post - limp but oravs,
i , N Tre
;pr:?l.D was br~ught t~ a crnclusinn, and was prencunced a BU3L:58,
The li~0 never recrversd c-nsci~usness. It is believed that asath
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~oceurred u8 a result ~f an ~verd-~se 2f m~rphine,
Dr. Barnard

eventuully rinderated his snlnceity teward Bagil, und ls even belleve?
t~ have murrured, "The by shows srme vague sort ~f prrmise, by Grd,"
~ ghrrtly befere his death, but Basil himsaelf has never beed able t-«
rid himself of the vivid mem~ry of that eventful night, and it is
re=lly & kindness n~t t~ menticn it in his presence. .

foiofedon

Uotley, Worn with Grace

"8he sald,

I d¢ net wiah t~ love again,

I 4~ ot chrnrss .

Tr feel a fibnal eocstasy

If I nust ln8e ‘

hAguin, TFiret lrneliness past,

First despsair

Waghod out by tesrs, . . I shall nct then
Cuce mcre be ferl eprugh te cure,

She said,

But still she loves, :bd lrves t~ love. . o She is a tecl
Iu every hand, und finds it gred encugh te play the feocl,

i
"Digcretizu fs the Better Part of . . ."®

Valiabtly I cry - .
I'11 take n~ half a lnaf,
I'd rather starve!
But hungrily welf the crumbs, :
© The while I CTY o o o *
Net valiantly,

-= 3ara Ccnqueat

Gloomy Sunday - (scrred for rne musical saw, two
veprivted rrem rne ~f , bicycle pumps, cne rain machihe,
tha.aarllast sHgaenbites a cycl~ne, a symphouy ~rchestre,
(with-ut, e¢s yet, RWL's and a Crlt .45.)
permisgicu) f~r the deleo- Sundsy is glormy
tutich cof 2ll and sundry. _ 4LDd Monday L@ gleomier;
Rec~rded by the Futuricn Tuesduy is ghastly .
Svmpethy Orchestra, with Lnd V'ednesday is hdd@ridle;
L~us~veky crnducting. Ne Thursday is eldritch
l~ager availuble, and Friday is terrible;

. Saturday we sit arcuud
Lyrics, of ocurse, are by DAW, Waiting for Bunday. « »
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Reprinted from
Ffouturian Home Journal
Yolume I, no. 8

“He was a good fau, until the Futurians corrupted him."

-- J. Ungeyp

Three more into the fleshpots!
Zissman, like a maddensd Buddha,
Probing her umbilicus;

Tmden, meditating orgies

Behinud a housecat's smile;

Shaw, a pipe and spectucles
Inhabited by vilensss.

The Trivmvirs avcoiut their swollen lips;
Michel, a slcw-fused pistol at his heud;

The turgid Lewndes, oxtiunguishing in flesh;
Aud %ollheim, on a round-trip ticket to -

The womb, They chaut their scatoliturgies,
Defy the gods (with backsides shielded), and
The thing is dcne -- the Inncceunts ure doomed!

-~ damon knight

TSI TS

Sonnet for a Blue Brezkfust

« + o« rumor of light, pale uftermath cf dewn

Follgs like something slaiu acroes the rug.

"The war -- " you say . . . an imminence of yawn
Suspeuds the phrase., The war, the coffee mug
Attend the ceonsummaticn of this littler =
Dawn., You turn the page, discover Seks

Is giviug ties away, 'Y talk of Hitler . . .
isely + .. vdinhibited by facts.

And cuce your fingers vocal on my cheek

Told werlds awuy; your sileuces were breathless --

Breuthless words you shaped but did not speak . . .

The,coffeg, rhythmie, murmurs "deathless" . . .
deuthlGSB! o ° o

noiscless s tiwe the muid woves, swift, unhurried;

ADd de:zth betwecen us -- with nothing tc be buried.

-- Allnette Blackstcne

Feadliue 10 Foreipi Cemmerce Weegll, March 31, 1945 --

"RUG WEARING RESUNED IN THE NCRTHERN CaUCASUS
(

R."

U.S.S.
urtesy Shaw)

9
co
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IN DISCRETICONS 1. - Vagreunt Thrughts @nd Rund-m Qunteti-ns

The rewsrding h-~urs spent in prepsring the translatira ~f the
F~und essay ~n Jryce and Fluubert fer Rouuscence guvc rise t- nue rr
tw- mipn~r itcms f~r this e¢~lumn. .
The first is srwmething cf a fo-ta-
n-te t- the fr~tncte ~n Sainte-Beuve., The culminaticn o~f this
(tr me) typicwlly Prundian erupti~n is lost uunless -ne has s~me idea
~f the identity ~f Bnssuet, & French bish~p «nd clergymun, n~ted for
his "el~yuence"; his bish~pric was named Meaux. Pound's sputtering
refereince t~ the menh as the Bagle -f Meaux takes ~n new significancse,
T thiuk. :
alth~ugh I was assured by the editrrs that space limitatirns
prcvented it in this particular inetunce, I sugrested and crutinue to
udv-cwte the presenteuti~n ~f the ~riginal material side by side, rr at
LGast iu the seme issue, with the translatien. This practice easily
d~ubles the pleasurs ~f the bi-lipnguul reader.
: Judy Zissmzn, wheo is
& well-kn-wn Politicel Thiunker hereabruts, sn~rted ~n seeiung the
onrese, "=1ll the pscud~-intellactual bouillabaisse ~f the prrletariat”,
She renurked (with c-usiderable ddtachment, c-usidering), "It wruld be
~-rc wccur<te if it were 'all the pseudr-pr-letariau bruillabuisse cf
the iutcllectuals'h, '

C~ver «rtist f~r this issuae, Ritter C-away,
s-newhet bitterly rejected the usuul waxy carbrn sheets which c-me
with my steucils, ". cushicn sheet I want," he said. "It locks like
sublizatsd t-~ilat puper - y~u ki~w, a cushi-n sheet." N~ne wasg frrth-
¢ ming, s~ I cheerfully «ssumae the blume frr any tears, rips, -r gush-
es iu the discrete abstrecti~n he so nctly preovided.

4 hitherto un-
femiliar aspect of music has beeu brought home to me lutely. I had
always accepted a blanket definitioi of music as “creative work"., I
find however that some of the best (and for me most impressive) of
madorn mugiciens occupy themselves with a rc-interpretation of values
-.id forms, c«st iu the shape of a somewhat acid commeutary ou the times
in which they meve und (if I may be ullowed the pun) have their move-
rients, It is criticism, rather than creation; I insist on the diff-
arenitiaticno, but find the former entirely valid, and very good
listening.

2. - Bxcerpt from & letter written May 29th, by Bill Danuer:

"I disagree most viclently with riost of the criticisms in the V-R
Record Review, intercesting as I find it otherwise., Without goiug into
too much detail, I have the new Columbia recordings of the Beethoven
“th and the Pathetique, Both of them, and particularly the latter,
are scmething I never expected to hear on discs -- c very near approach
to Fl quelity, Their rcalism is scmething thut must be heard -- and
th«t mosns as played on « striectly high-fidelity rig -- to be appreci-
«ted. I heve a0 arraugement with s local record store whereby I may
oving recerds hewe te try them, &nd I tried Victor's hashy recording
~I the excellsint perofrmance of Harold in Italy, of which I would like
"o h.ve & »ecciding., T was able to stand cnly three sides, after .
wiilch I roturied 't te the store as quickly es possible. It is ths
worst rccerdi.g 1 have heird for at le.st ten yeara, and probably
~cbger. The recordings made by Victor just before the ban are much,
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much better, but not ne.rly so good us the two Columbia albums I ment:
ticnsd. The new Columbiz set of the Bruhms Fourth, on the cther hund,
is recorded at too high « level with considerable distortion as a re-
sult. I brcught the Jupiter home yesterdauy, but I'm not guite dscided.
It's better than the Brazhms, but not sc gecod &8s the other two.

"That is why I believe all raecord reviewers should mentiocn the sort -
cf equipment by which they judge records. This is almost never dons,
and to judge by the reviews I have read, most critics must use ¢ small
teble model phonogr.ph with an over.1ll distortion of about 25% and a
freguoney range of about 200 to 3500 cycles.

.« . w8 you cen 86¢ I'm meore interested in reualistic recording than
in the ultimate in performances, thocugh the lutter are importunt, toc,
»id pnew that I know what re-~listiec quality tho recording companios can
turn out, I coertcinly won't accept the sort of junk Vietor is making
new., .. friend, by the way, just got:the sume razzy, mushy sort of
fcatureless recording a8 Harold. There's another possibility, of
coeurse. Mayoe Victor is seuding sll thoir rejects, (if they sver re-
ject any,) to Pgh., Certeinly if their recording is «s good as most of
the erities szy, they -re relecsing a great nuny discs made from worn-
cut stempers, which Columbia does &iot do. I understand they test
every 50th disc from ¢ peir of stumpers, =nd if it is bad, reject the
euntire previous fifty."

3. ~ Through Vanguard with Gupn 2nd Camsera

While it hurdly needs rcstating th.ot the first mailing, as a whole,
was up to no cnoe's expoctcetions, there were several excellent pub-
licaticnsg to be found in the nidst of the drunken, run-of-the-mill,
iuexpert, and what-have-ycu zttempts.

' Tumbrilg is without question
the best item I have ever secn in this cr any other mailing. The
widespread non-comprehension of Jim's basic intent however gives
rise tec an interesting speculation, Is there socme lack of ccherengcs,
cr of specificity, in this essay, which obscures the argument? Or
is there a preoncuiced politico-mental rigiddity thrcughout his audiencs
which ceuses mest of his readers tc go thrcugh certain reflex acticns?
It seems tc me that they see the word "usury" and shout in chorus,
"gati-semitism", see the werd "Pound", and hiss "fusecist". The bias
Jim held at that time - c¢r which held him - is of course evident, but
it h.s wothing tec dc with the point he wis rmaking - a peint which I
am yuite certain every Vanguard member agrees with whelehecrtedly.
“here does the f.ult lie - in Jim's polemic, or in reader emcticnalism?
""hy should a sirple and basic questicn cf jurisprudence start the
witch huut that feollowed ivmediatcly upen EPode's publicatioa?

The
delightful Lowndesback editerial is as clever as Free and Unequal is
foclish, in agenbite. It seems evident from this almost-new und
«1l cst-scber Lowndes publicaticn, that Bob is feeling arocuud for &

Jdew meuuer of expressicn., Unfertuuately, he is still between styles.

“hen he burlesques the pcumpous Gernsbuck, he is nel grocvo, but when

# - onigsion: insert "gzot Victor's slugle of the gelections fron
Oklehoma! and it is just the"
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he turns pompous himself, the rcsulte are nqt.pleaaing. In all gzcod
will snd friendship, I wculd advise Beb tc bring more facts, fewsr
vusubstuutiated cpinicns, and «ll of his wonderful sense cf humor te
be.r, the next time he attempts to handle autheritatively sc highly
c i <@ e ticno ’
crntroversisl aues V-R Recerd Review offers nco oppertunity
for ccmment of my cwn, cther th.n tec suy it is excellent. The ex-
cerpt frem Dunner's letter, however, ruises a questicn qf s~me
interest, How msby Vanguardits are satisfied with nothing less than
technical excellence, =nd hew meny are willing. to winece through a
set that s~unds us if it wae reccrded in a barrel for the sake of
the music that is there, even thcugh abrminably reprcduced? My cwn
ruchine (and I say that inadvisedly) is the usual combinaticu, table
m~del; reproducticn is cnly average. I shculd hate teo secrifice the
listening pleasure cbdbtcinuble frrm this set fcr gerfect repreoductinn -
which wruld simply rule cut «ll but & hundful of albums.

Having
seen remsrkably littliec of %rllhein's umateur publishing uctivities,
I -m still reserving judeoment cn the material he is presenting in
JeRouurd. .. comment in pussing, however, is that while I enjcyed
9Z13I0A thoroughly, I um often puzzled , s-metimes bcred, «and oc-
.C«8i°n.lly annryed at whut has t~ say (~r reprint) in K'tadgm-m,

~bject strrugly t- the wording ~f the lines beginning "but shall be i
restricted tc" und euding "of the wsscciuti~n" in the first paragruaph
~f .rticle 4 of the C-ustituticn., Just how is such "addicticn" to be
defined? This seems t~ me tc be & lcophele thrrugh which pers-aul
préjudice cen operate te exclude members (potential members, thut is),
«0d perhuaps already has. Granted, this is n~t a demncratic crgabdiza-
ti~n, but leave us n~t be tyrannical, either! I sh-uld like tr- see
the ~pini~n ~f the membership cn this questicn ~f matters of pclicy
iuvc~rprruted in the Ccnstituticn, which shruld be a decument contuin-
ing ~ply spacific and lutelligible rules frr the functi-ning cf the
rg-nizati~n., Grunted there is an cld grievunce; must we eat wrrms
publicly, «nd imm-rtulize them (rr it, depending cn what ycu tuke my
referent t~ pe)?

Michcl's pyrotechnics interfore s-mewhat with my
accepting his diecta. The performsnce is to- spectucular to be cape
vincing; ~ne feels th:ut there must be scmo basic fluw in the reascnlng
~f « men who must put -n such a frenzied show for his audience., 1If
there is such - fluw, with reference tn the Brok essay it is ccmprised
in the person=l animcsity which suffuses this criticism, and in the
bribsstic statement that ¥ art must serve the needs cf the penple ¥ ,
I can find n~ fluw in Vaptuge Print #1, except that again, Michel
~verwhelms me withrut covincing me. I konw thut firewcrks are your
f~rte, Jrhouy, .nd I enj~y invective - up te a print. Beth essays in
the first meiliug (with the specific tbjecticns ulreudy nrted tr “.
Wind-w on Bok®) were am~ng y~ur best, My intenti~n is nrt tr carp,
but tc gzive viice tr my sincere interest in where your literury style
ig geing t~ tike yru., I sh~uld like tc see ycu improving eteudlly,.
but such hysterical ~utbursts as Vantupge Point #2 puzzle me, fsils
utterly t- c~uvince me of abything, and rather wcrries me. -

Wats-n's
half ~f the Vatscn-Ebey effrrt in the secend mailing was very satis-
foct~ry, but I was embarussed t- discover thst Gecrge hud bitten ~ff
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MUCH M(RE TH.N HE C(ULD M.iN.GE. The caps were unintentionul, but
Siuvce they c~nvey my horrcr ut this utrrcity much better thub any
further belubering ~f the questi-n cruld, I shall let it stand. -

Hznyf was enjryuble. This is Lowndes at pretty nesr his best. The
cederal high standerd ~f Tumbrils is mzintained in the secrnd mail-
iu7, but this issuc is nevertheless fur frrm sutisfactrry. The poer
reprnducticn is @ drawback througheut (as you ne dcubt notiged for

s urself, Jim - am I hezpibg crals nf fire?) but in the case ~f Mhe
¥~lded and the Quiet", it is u crime. I seem tr be scmewhat over-
stccked with couls of fire for heuping purprcses since the first mail-
ing. . . "FiPa und the Pumphleteers" is treated elsewhere in the issue
by « contributor; I shculd like tc register the objection that in your
treatment cf this subject yru have wcbbled back and forth between a
sr~sd crnsiderati~n of pamphleteering in its histcrical aspects, and
the s~mewhat pettish indignatirn you feel againgt those members of
-pas whc are simply riding a hcbby and are ~ut te huve fun, rather
th.n tc publish Little Magazines.

It is a jry tc see Nerman Stunley
represented in the mailing - even with cnly scmething over & page de-
vited to Vanguurd, the gentlemun is still & moest welccme additicn. I
hiave had the highest respect for Fun-Tods from first acquaintance with
it - Revista is cne of the main re.scns why I have sc vigercusly de-
fended review columns for lcy these muny menths.

Temper shows a 100%
imprevement over the first migazife, 2-1-1. I live With Zissman, and
even th~ugh I knew th: hundicaps under wWhich she is cperating since I
shure them - insufficient time and « little t~e much baby - I can't
understand why she dresn't display mcre of her tulents to Temper's
audience. It's far te~ ghort.

Cry in the Night is beautifully execu-
ted. Larry is to be congratulated for his painsj frem cover. to repro-
ducticn, everything aberut this publicaticn typifies what I sh~uld mrst
like tc see in the mailings. wnothing cun be said abrut the srng it-
self until I hear it - “lthrugh frem what ‘I can read of it, I d~n't
think there is much drubt us tc its excellence.

Taken @s cne whele,
"T u8 tw~ whnles, the mailings to date have nrt been up te anycne's
“apcCtetizus., Bul taerc wes defiuite iiprcvament in feneral yuality
l1u the secrnd, and [ i.yc . rh hcpes fer the thirg muiling,
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